THE DEPARTMENT OF COMPARATIVE
EDUCATION OF THE INSTITUTE OF
PEDAGOGY OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY
OF EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES OF UKRAINE:
SCIENTIFIC ATTAINMENTS FOR THE PERIOD
OF 25 YEARS

Olena Lokshyna, Dr. Sc., Prof.

Head, Comparative Education Department,

Institute of Pedagogy,

National Academy of Educational Sciences of Ukraine,
Kyiv, Ukraine

luve2001@hotmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5097-9171

To cite this article: Lokshyna, O. (2019). The Department of Comparative Education
of the Institute of Pedagogy of the National Academy of
Educational Sciences of Ukraine: scientific attainments for the
period of 25 years. Education: Modern Discourses, 2, 23-37.
https://doi.org/10.32405/2617-3107-2019-1-3

Abstract. The aim of the article is to review and evaluate the scientific attainments of the
Department of Comparative Education of the Institute of Pedagogy of NAES of Ukraine during
25 years (1991-2016) of its functioning. 1991 was chosen because it signifies the renaming of the
Laboratory of Scientific and Educational Information (established in 1971) into the Laboratory
of Comparative Education (the Department of Comparative Education since 2015). This has led
to the transformation of its very concept. From analysis and dissemination of foreign experience
the Department went to comparative studies, identification of general trends with formulation of
landmarks/prospects for the Ukrainian education. Based on the analysis of the published works
of the Department the author made conclusion about its sound and multidimensional scientific
input. It covers all levels of education and presents the advanced experience/topical processes/
innovative phenomena of the world countries-leaders. Under globalization, the scholars of the
Department of Comparative Education conduct also a supra-national analysis aimed at opening
the impact of the international organizations (EU, UNESCO, OECD, etc.) on the development of
educational policy in the world and in Europe. In such a way the scholars of the Department of
Comparative Education have added value to the development of the national education.

Key words: Department of Comparative Education; Institute of Pedagogy of NAES of
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INTRODUCTION. PROBLEM STATEMENT
The Department of Comparative Education (DCE) of the Institute of Pedagogy of the

National Academy of Educational Sciences (NAES) of Ukraine is a specialized unit in which
comparative studies in the educational sector are carried out. Since 1971 the CDE functioned under
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the name of “The Laboratory of Scientific and Educational Information” and since 1991 — under
the name of “The Laboratory of Comparative Education”. Since 2015 the DCE is functioning
under the name of “The Department of Comparative Education”. The DCE performs the task of
cross-national analyses responding to the demand of the national education to be harmonised with
the advanced world and European standards. Based on the research of the key trends of education
development abroad the scholars of the DCE disseminate ambitious foreign experience/ideas
among the academic community of Ukraine. Exploring ways to integrate the Ukrainian education
into the global educational space by developing recommendations for policy makers is no less a
mission of the DCE. The DCE also plays an important role in the development of the methodology
of comparative education (CE) in Ukraine.

In 2016, the DCE celebrated its 25" anniversary. The article is aimed at the review of the
DCE scientific attainments in view of its 25-years jubilee.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The development of CE in the NAES is analysed in the article “Comparative Education at
the National Academy of Educational Sciences of Ukraine: Steps of Growth”. The heads of the CE
units of NAES O. Lokshyna, N. Avshenyuk, O. Ovcharuk and O. Borodienko analyse the history
of these units, specificity of their activities at the present stage (Lokshyna, Avsheniuk& Ovcharuk,
2016).

O. Lokshyna in the article “Comparative Education at the National Academy of Educational
Sciences of Ukraine: Rise, Successes, Challenges” presents the input of the CE units of the NAES
into the development of the CE science in Ukraine (Lokshyna, 2018).

In the scientific-auxiliary bibliographic index “Department of Comparative Education of the
Institute of Pedagogy of the National Academy of Educational Sciences of Ukraine (1991-2016)”
the compliers O. Lokshyna and O. Glushko assembles the published works of the scholars of the
DCE for the 1991-2016 period (1991-2016) (Lokhyna & Glushko (eds.), 2019). This work made
it possible to carry out the detailed analysis and present in this article the scientific achievements
of the Department over a certain period of time.

METHODOLOGY

The author of the article has analysed the works of the DCE scholars of the Institute of
Pedagogy of NAES of Ukraine published in 1991-2016. 1991 has been chosen as the lower
chronological boundary because it signifies the renaming the Laboratory of Scientific and
Educational Information into the Laboratory of Comparative Education. This has led to the
transformation of the very concept of the Department. From review and dissemination of foreign
experience the Department went to comparative studies, identification of general trends with
formulation of landmarks/prospects for the Ukrainian education. In 2016, we completed 25 years
of specialization of the Department in the field of CE.

In order to achieve the aim of the article — to review the scientific attainments of the DCE
for 25 years of its functioning — the author has conducted both: the quantitative analysis of
the published works (total number of the published works, number of the works by types) and
qualitative analysis (by analysing the study topics and the geographical coverage).

The scientific-auxiliary bibliographic index “Department of Comparative Education of the
Institute of Pedagogy of the National Academy of Educational Sciences of Ukraine (1991-2016)”
(2019) was the source for the analysis (Lokshyna & Glushko (eds.), 2019).
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MAIN RESULTS

The establishment of the Laboratory of Scientific and Educational Information in 1971 at the
Institute of Pedagogy of the NAES of Ukraine laid the basis for the development of the Laboratory
of Comparative Education in future. The mission of the Laboratory of Scientific and Educational
Information was to inform the scholars of the Institute about the state of education in foreign
countries. Within thirty years of its existence, a scientific school was formed and a methodology
for conducting cross-national studies was worked out. This ensured efficiency and effectiveness of
work of the unit after its transformation into the Laboratory of Comparative Education.

The following scholars worked in the DCE in the 25-year period: N. Abashkina, E. Berezhna,
N. Vasylenko, L Volynets, O. Glushko, A. Dzhurylo, H. Egorov, R. Kaminskyi, M. Krasovytskyi,
N. Lavrychenko, O. Lokshyna, I. Mariuts, B. Melnychenko, O. Ovcharuk, O. Orzhehovska,
R. Roman, H. Stepenko, I. Taranenko, M. Tymenko, N. Sheverun, O. Sparyk. The Department
team included Candidates of Pedagogical Sciences (PhD) and Doctors of Sciences (Dr. Sc.) in
different periods of its existence. An active research activity was also carried out by young scholars
without a degree, who gradually defended their PhD theses and obtained a PhD Diplomas. In
particular, during the 25-year period, 7 PhD and 3 Dr. Sc. dissertations were defended by the DCE
researchers.

The total number of the works they published in the 1991-2016 period is 972'. The
quantitative analysis by types of products testifies to a wide range of the items, i.e. dissertations,
monographs, textbooks, educational and teaching aids, recommendations, materials of scientific
and practical conferences, seminars, collections of scientific works, articles from periodicals,
analytical reports, etc.

The scientific articles and abstracts of the reports at the scientific conferences, in which the
scholars of the DCE published the finding obtained while conducting their personal research,
constitute the majority of the scientific-auxiliary bibliographic index. The results of such personal
researches are accumulated in the multi-authored monographs published by the CDE. There are
also one-author monographs presenting the scientific findings of Department leading scholars.
The studies of the DCE scholars are published in the multi-authored monographs, which are the
products of other research teams too. The consolidated number of types of the scientific production
of the DCE is presented in the Table 1 (Lokshyna & Glushko (eds.), 2019).

Table 1

Distribution of scientific attainments of the Department of Comparative Education of the
Institute of Pedagogy for the 1991-2016 by key types

The type of the scientific production Number (item)
Official edition 4
Informational edition 3
Practical edition 16

Educational edition

Reference edition

Monograph 14

Article 608

Abstract of conferences/workshops 280
Dissertation/abstract of dissertation 22

1 It should be noted that this number does not fully reflect all the work of the department, because due to the long
period of time, some of the employees’ printed works, especially in the 1990s, were not recorded.
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Besides, the DCE as the founder and organizer of the “Comparative and International
Education” conference published 7 book of abstracts of the participants in 2010, 2011, 2012,
2013, 2014, 2015, 2016.

Speaking about the geographical coverage of the DCE’s printed works, it should be noted
that educational phenomena in almost all leading countries of the world and regions — Europe,
North America, and the East have become the subject of the analysis (table 2) (Lokshyna &
Glushko (eds.), 2019).

Table 2
Countries that are the subject of research by the DCE (1991-2016)
Region Country
Europe Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,

Germany, Latvia, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland,
Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (England,
Northern Ireland, Scotland)

North America | Canada, USA

Eastern Asia China, Japan

The Table 2 shows that the European countries, primarily the EU states, are of special interest
for the DCE scholars. It attests to the orientation of the DCE to support the integration of Ukraine
into the European educational space.

Many publications by the DCE’s scholars also address the state and features of education
development in other foreign countries, the United States of America are among them. Responding
to the achievements of the Asian countries, the DCE devotes its research to the education of such
world leaders as China and Japan. Education in Ukraine through the prism of foreign experience
is also the subject of analysis.

The study of the educational realities at the level of general secondary education is an
obvious area of activities of the Department within the Institute of Pedagogy of NAES of Ukraine.
However, the topics of the DCE publications cover also all other levels of education, from pre-
school to adult education in the context of lifelong learning.

Within the study of educational realities abroad, the scholars focused primarily on the
analysis of the following global issues: reforms and trends in education, the organization and
content of education, governance/management of education, a competence-based approach to
education, education quality monitoring and assessment of students’ educational achievements,
textbooks, upbringing and socialization of youth.

The following and other global challenges are covered in the following multi-authored and
single-author monographs of the Department:

— M. Krasovytskyi. With very eyes: problems of students’ moral upbringing in the theory
and practice of the home and American pedagogy (Krasovytskyi, 1998);

— N. Lavrychenko. The Pedagogy of Socialisation: the European outlines (Lavrychenko,
2000);

— L. Volynets, H. Egorov, N. Lavrychenko, B. Melnychenko, O. Pershukova. Trends in the
reforming general secondary education in the countries of the European Union (Volynets, Egorov,
Lavrychenko et al., 2008);

— 0. Lokshyna. The Content of school education in the countries of the European Union:
theory and practice (the second half of the 20" — the beginning of the 21% century) (Lokshyna,
2009);
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— L. Volynets, H. Egorov, N. Lavrychenko, O. Lokshyna, B. Melnychenko, O. Pershukova,
N. Sheverun. The worldview potential of school humanitarian education in the European Union
and the USA (Lokshyna, (ed.) et al., 2014);

— L. Volynets, A. Dzhurylo, H. Egorov, N. Lavrychenko, O. Lokshyna, B. Melnychenko,
O. Orzhekhovska, O. Pershukova, N. Sheverun, O. Shparyk. Quality Assurance in General
Secondary Education in the Leading European Countries and in U.S.A. (Lokshyna, (ed.) et al.,
2015);

— O. Pershukova. Development of multilingual education of pupils in the countries of the
Western Europe (Pershukova, 2015).

There are also publications on advanced experience in teaching subjects — geography,
history, civics, ecology, ICT, foreign language, religious education.

In the 90s attention was paid to the acquaintance of the Ukrainian educators with the
legacy of the world class educators M. Montessori, R. Steiner and others. Under new realities
the DCE scholars reconsidered the legacy of the great Ukrainian pedagogues A. Makarenko and
V. Sukhomlinskyi.

The following published works of the DCE scholars became the contribution to the
development of methodology of CE:

— N. Lavrychenko. The Europe of education and comparative education in their mutual
progress (Lavrychenko, 2009);

— 0. Lokshyna. Comparative Education: achievements of two hundred years of development
and modern challenges problems (Lokshyna, 2010);

— The reading book “Comparative Education: the methodological guidelines of the
Ukrainian comparative educators” (O. Lokshyna, the complier) (Lokshyna (ed.), 2015).

CONCLUSIONS

Thus, the scientific attainment of the DCE overa 25-year period is sound and multidimensional.
It covers all levels of education and presents the experience of the world and European countries-
leaders. It is important that the DCE’s works present topical processes/phenomena of foreign
education promoting the implementation of its innovative ideas into the education of Ukraine.
Under globalization, the scholars of DCE conduct also a supra-national analysis aimed at opening
the impact of the international organizations (EU, UNESCO, OECD, etc.) on the development of
educational policy in the world and in Europe.

The analysis showed the DCE gradual movement from the study of education systems in
foreign countries to identification of the key trends in their development, which corresponds to the
purpose of comparative research.

Based on the analysis we can state that the DCE, carrying out research activities, performs a
complex of the following important functions:

— research of the advanced foreign experience with projection on the Ukrainian education;

— dissemination of innovative ideas of the foreign education in the abstracts od conferences;

— development of official/strategic documents for the education sector as members of the
analytical groups set up by the Governmental bodies and/or the NAES;

— development of methodology of comparative education/training of comparative education
researchers.

In such a way the scholars of the DCE have added value to the development of the national
education.

Olena Lokshyna 27



REFERENCES

Krasovytskyi, M. (1998). Na viasni ochi: problemy moralnoho vykhovannia uchniv u teorii i
praktytsi vitchyznianoi ta amerykanskoi pedahohiky [With very eyes: problems of students’
moral upbringing in the theory and practice of the home and American pedagogy]. Kyiv,
Pedahohichna dumka.

Lavrychenko, N. (2000). Pedahohika sotsializatsii: yevropeiski abrysy [The Pedagogy of
Socialisation: the European outlines]. Kyiv, Instytut pedahohiky, VIRA INSAIT.

Lavrychenko, N. (2009). Yevropa osvity i porivnialna pedahohika v yikh obopilnomu postupi
[The Europe of education and comparative education in their mutual progress]. Porivnialno-
pedahohichni studii, 1, 10-17.

Lokshyna, O. & Glushko, O. (eds.). Viddil porivnialnoi pedahohiky Instytutu pedahohiky
Natsionalnoi akademii pedahohichnykh nauk Ukrainy (1991-2016). (2019). [Department of
Comparative Education of the Institute of Pedagogy of the National Academy of Educational
Sciences of Ukraine (1991-2016)]. Naukovo-dopomizhnyi bibliohrafichnyi pokazhchyk
[scientific-auxiliary bibliographic index]. Kyiv: Instytut pedahohiky.

Lokshyna, O. (2009). Zmist shkilnoi osvity v krainakh Yevropeiskoho Soiuzu: teoriia i praktyka
(druha polovyna XX — pochatok XXI st.) [The Content of school education in the countries
of the European Union: theory and practice (the second half of the 20th — the beginning of
the 21st century)]. Kyiv, Bohdanova A. M.

Lokshyna, O. (2010). Porivnialna pedahohika: zdobutky dvokhstolitnoho rozvytku ta suchasni
problemy [Comparative Education: achievements of two hundred years of development and
modern challenges problems]. Porivnialno-pedahohichni studii, 3/4 1, 6-15.

Lokshyna, O. (2018). Comparative education at the National Academy of Educational Sciences of
Ukraine: rise, successes, challenges. Education: Modern Discourses, 1, 55-62. https://doi.
org/10.32405/2617-3107-2018-1-6.

Lokshyna, O. (ed.) (2015). Porivnialna pedahohika: metodolohichni oriientyry ukrainskykh
komparatyvistiv: khrestomatiia [Comparative Education: the methodological guidelines of
the Ukrainian comparative educators]. Kyiv: In-t pedahohiky NAPN Ukrainy.

Lokshyna, O. (ed.), Volynets, L., Dzhurylo, A., Egorov, G., Lavrychenko, N., Melnychenko,
B. .... & Shparyk, O. (2015). Zabezpechennia yakosti zahalnoi serednoi osvity u providnykh
krainakh Yevropy ta SShA [Quality Assurance in General Secondary Education in the
Leading European Countries and in U.S.A.]. Kyiv, Instytut pedahohiky.

Lokshyna, O. (ed.), Volynets, L., Egorov, G., Lavrychenko, N., Melnychenko, B., Pershukova,
0., Sheverun, N. (2014). Svitohliadnyi potentsial shkilnoi humanitarnoi osvity v krainakh
Yevropeiskoho Soiuzu ta SShA [The worldview potential of school humanitarian education
in the European Union and the USA]. Kyiv: Pedahohichna dumka.

Lokshyna, O., Avsheniuk, N., Ovcharuk, O. & Borodiienko N. (2016). Porivnialna pedahohika
v Natsionalnii akademii pedahohichnykh nauk Ukrainy: kroky zrostannia [Comparative
Education in the National Academy of Educational Sciences of Ukraine: Steps of Growth].
Ukrainskyi pedahohichnyi zhurnal, 2, 5-12.

Pershukova, O. (2015). Rozvytok bahatomovnoi osvity shkoliariv u krainakh Zakhidnoi Yevropy
[Development of multilingual education of pupils in the countries of the Western Europe].
Kyiv, SIK HRUP Ukraina.

Volynets, L, Egorov, G., Lavrychenko, N., Melnychenko, B. & Pershukova, O. (2008). Tendentsii
reformuvannia zahalnoi serednoi osvity u krainakh Yevropeiskoho Soiuzu [Trends in the
reforming general secondary education in the countries of the European Union]. Kyiv:
Pedahohichna dumka.

28 Education: Modern Discourses / 2, 2019



